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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF AN ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD 20TH MAY 2024 AT 7.30PM 

IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Councillors Present 
Steve Gandy (SG) 
Nicola Borkmann (NB) 
Martin Collett (MC) 
Ken Hodkinson (KH) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT)   
Stephen Warrington (SW) 
 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and two villagers   
 
24/23. Elections 
 Election of Chairperson and Signing of Acceptance of Office form 
 It was proposed by Cllr Collett and seconded by Cllr Warrington that Cllr Gandy be Chair. 

He signed the Acceptance of Office form. 
 Election of Vice Chair 
 It was proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Smith that Cllr Collett be Vice-Chair. 
 
24/24. Apologies 
 No apologies were received. 
 
24/25. Declarations of Interest  
 No interests were declared. 
 
24/26. To confirm Councillor Responsibilities 
 A new list of responsibilities had been circulated. They were accepted. 
 Action: The Parish Clerk to put the updated list on the website. 
 
24/27a.  To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 19th February and 8th April 2024   

  The minutes of the last two meetings were approved and signed. 
  
24/27b. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda  
 Village hall work – One invoice for electrical work is outstanding. 
 
24/28. Public Participation Session 

 A villager spoke about the garage area. The survey highlighted it was an area of huge 
concern. It was agreed that any future discussions will include all the people who rent 
garages.  

 
 A village fundraiser will take place on 31st August at Taylors Farm.  Flyers are going out 

and it is hoped that word can be spread around to encourage attendance. 
 
 A villager asked about the idea of a play park sign which was raised a few years ago. The 

Parish Council received a quote from Highways but it went no further. 
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 Action:  The Parish Clerk to circulate to Councillors. 
 

24/29. Financial Report 
 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 

• £6617.09 to Steelplan Kitchens (new kitchen for village hall) – Paid by VH funds and 
match funded by CDC grant. 

• £691.78 to D Cockle (work to kitchen for village hall) - – Paid by VH funds and match 
funded by CDC grant. 

• £550.00 to G Houghton (work to kitchen for village hall) - – Paid by VH funds and 
match funded by CDC grant. 

• £368.46 to S Gandy (new water heater for village hall) - – Paid by VH funds and match 
funded by CDC grant. 

• £32.82 to S Gandy (metal edging strips for village hall) - – Paid by VH funds and match 
funded by CDC grant. 

• £200.00 to SW Services (Grass cutting cut 1) 

• £200.00 to SW Services (Grass cutting cut 2) 

• £35.00 to Community First (Membership) 

• £312.00 to Playdale Playgrounds (Play inspection) 

• £295.94 to CPA Horticulture Ltd (Bark for play area) 

• £88.00 to M Foley (Brown bins for play area 2023 and 2024) 

• £47.00 to OPFA (Membership) 

• £150.00 to V Taylor (APM refreshments) 

• £160.00 to R M Fletcher (Internal audit) 

• £267.70 to CDC (Dog bin emptying) 

• £470.55 to Parish Clerk (Hours) 

• £117.60 to HMRC 

• £68.84 to Parish Clerk (Expenses) 

• £29.70 to Parish Clerk (Mileage) 
Action: The Parish Clerk to circulate an updated budget sheet. 

 

• To agree financial support for the Common working party 
It was agreed to support the working party and offer £30.00. 

24/30. AGAR for year ending 31st March 2024 
 The internal audit has taken place and the documents circulated. 

a. To approve and sign the Certificate of Exemption 
It was agreed to approve and sign the Certificate of Exemption. 

b. To approve and sign Section 1 
It was agreed to approve and sign Section 1. 

c. To approve and sign Section 2 
It was agreed to approve and sign  Section 2. 
Action:  The Parish Clerk to submit the documents to the External Auditor before 
30th June 2024 and place the documents on the website and noticeboard. 

 
24/31. To receive an update on planning 

New 

• 23/01375/F, Creation of a boundary fence with double gated entrance around an 
existing silt pond at Swalcliffe Park School. Comments noted. 

 
Older 
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• 24/00314/F, Conversion of barn (equestrian use) to one dwelling and all associated 
works at The Old Grange Barn, Grange Lane. Granted by CDC. 

 
24/32.  To receive the following correspondence 

• Villager - Sibford road resurfacing. The work is scheduled to take place in August. 
 
24/33. To receive Councillors Reports 
 Cllr Hodkinson gave an update on Speedwatch. More sessions have been held. 549 cars 

were recorded.  29 were speeding which equates to 5% of the total cars. Thanks was 
given to the team of volunteers. The people who charge the VAS batteries will be 
recognised. Another session is planned in the summer. At the moment Swalcliffe is more 
active than other neighbouring villages. Cllr Hodkinson thanked the team. Highways have 
a new engagement team and a meeting will be set up to see how speeding can be 
reduced. 

 
 The damaged Wigginton road sign has been put on Fix My Street. 
 
 Cllr Collett gave an update on the draft Business Plan for the new charity which was 

circulated before the meeting. Potential trustees have been approached.  Three trustees 
are first needed to set the charity up. 

 
 Cllr Smith spoke about the village website which he is trying to update with the Parish 

Clerk. There is a wedding reception in the village hall on 27th May. Cllr Collett agreed to 
take photos for the website. 

 
 The defibrillator was discussed and arranging a training course in October.  
 Action: The Parish Clerk to enquire. 
 
 An annual litter pick was carried out. There was a good turnout and less rubbish was 

collected this time. Cllr Smith has stepped down as Governor at Swalcliffe Park School. 
He will continue to be the link. 

 
 Cllr Borkmann gave an update.  She has spoken to the school. Some ideas for the 

Christmas market are making bird and bat boxes.  Seeds have been planted in the village.  
More will be sown in September.  The new grass contractor is doing a good job. The idea 
of wildflowers at Tithe Barn was discussed. They will see how ‘No Mow May’ goes this 
year and review. A villager did say that if the barn is left to grow then no village events 
can take place there.  Cllr Borkmann replied, that the grass could easily be cut for a big 
event. 

 
 The Chair spoke about work to the village hall. The kitchen is complete now.  He is 

applying for a grant from National Lottery and the Parish Clerk has applied for a grant 
from Cllr George Reynolds. The CDC grant has to be spent by the end of the year. 

 
24/34. To note next meeting date and time 

1st July 2024 at 7.30pm 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

Commented [MC1]: Did we agree how we would do so? 


