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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD 1st JULY 2024 AT 7.30PM 
IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 

Councillors Present 
Martin Collett (MC) 
Ken Hodkinson (KH) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT)   
Stephen Warrington (SW) 
 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and two villagers 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Collett (Vice-Chair) in the absence of Cllr Gandy.   
 
24/35. Apologies 
 Cllr Gandy (personal), Cllr Borkmann (personal) and District Cllr Brant (work) 
 
24/36. Declarations of Interest  
 No interests were declared. 
 
24/37a. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2024   

  The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed. 
  
24/37b. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda  

New Councillor Responsibility list – This has been put on the website. 
 
Audit papers – The papers were put on the notice-board, website and emailed to the 
External Auditor. 
 
Defibrillator Training – This is work in progress. 

 
24/38. Public Participation Session 
 A villager spoke about the grass cutting. Following ‘No Mow May’, the area by the village 

hall parking area and main road has been strimmed but grass not collected,  they felt it 
looked untidy. This will be fed back to Cllr Borkmann. Cllr Collett acknowledged these 
comments and confirmed that feedback was being considered also as part of the review 
to take place on the new more environmental ground maintenance practices. 

 
 A villager asked the Clerk to get an updated quote for the new play area signs from 

Highways.  The Play Park Committee will include the cost of the signs in their funding 
application. 

 Action:  Clerk to secure updated quote and share with Play Park Committee. 
 
24/39. To receive an update on the Village Development Plan Actions 
 An area of concern in the village survey was the garage area.  Cllr Warrington has spent 

time with one garage owner. He will speak to all users and study historical paperwork 
before reporting back more fully. Cllr Collett has notes that he can share. 
Action:  Cllr Collett to share notes with Cllr Warrington. 
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24/40. To receive an update on the Swalcliffe Village Charity 
 Cllr Collett gave an update.  An application has been made to register the charity. The 

process is expected to take several weeks. Eight villagers have come forward to be part 
of the charity as trustees.  A meeting is being held later this week to see where they are 
and next steps.  Once it is set up and running a note will be sent out to the village. Whilst 
the charity is being set up Cllr Collett will Chair it. This will be reviewed in one year. The 
charity will be separate to the Parish Council. The Charity will also regularly consider the 
need for trustees, based on skills and experiences, villagers interested will be encouraged 
to apply for future roles to ensure ongoing succession planning.  

 
 It is intended that the village hall will transfer to the new charity once it is set-up, and 

that the old village hall trust arrangement will be closed.   
 

In the absence of Cllr Gandy, Cllr Collett provided a further update on works to the village 
hall. He explained that an application was made to County Cllr George Reynolds to apply 
for a grant from his Councillor Priority Fund to change the windows but planning 
permission will be needed, replacing the windows preferred to attempting to renovate 
them due to poor condition. Councillors were asked to note this.  

 
24/41. To receive an update on Environmental and Ground Maintenance matters 
 The wildflowers which were planted have not matured as hoped. It is felt that this is 

because of the late planting and that ordinarily they take several years to mature. The 
plan is that they are added to over time to secure the most potential from the chosen 
sites. The grassed areas in the village have been cut following ‘No Mow May’.  A comment 
was passed to the Parish Council by a villager re a plastic protector around a tree at The 
Tithings which has been caught be a strimmer. The tree stem has a gash in it. This will be 
passed to Cllr Borkmann and raised as a concern with the contractor. 

 
 One resident from Park Lane had requested an update on the scheduled strimming back 

of Park Lane. It was noted that Green Lane should also be included in this work and that 
in prior years Swalcliffe Park School had also strimmed Park Lane alongside the perimeter 
school wall. 

 Action:  Cllr Borkmann to contact the contractor to arrange for Park Lane and Green Lane 
to be strimmed back and discuss damage to tree with contractor.  

 
24/42. To receive an update on Speedwatch  and the meeting with the Highways Engagement 

Team 
 There will be Speedwatch activity in the village in the next two weeks. 
 
 A productive site meeting was held with Highways and Cllr Hodkinson and Cllr Collett. 

They looked at roads issues and signs, with the highways representative being helpful 
and receptive to ideas. One idea is to reduce the speed limit between Tadmarton and 
Swalcliffe from 50mph to 40mph. There are different options with speed signs which can 
be solar powered and collect data. Highways suggested putting a wish list together as 
there is spare S106 funding available to apply for to fund works. 

  
 There is currently one Highways Super User but there can be two who would work within 

the 30mph limit. 
 Action:  Cllr Taylor to consider if she would like to be one. 
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 Blocked drains are to be put on FMS. A complaint had been received about blocked drains 
in Park Lane. There are potholes on Green Lane which can also be reported. The highways 
officer can also take reports directly when they need escalating, but on the basis of 
genuine risks. 

 Action: The Parish Clerk to reply to the villager who contacted the Parish Council about 
blocked drains and strimming. 

 
24/43. To discuss village fund raising activities 

The garden party held in June was successful and Councillors noted  thanks to the hosts, 
Mr and Mrs Anderson. There will be a Swalcliffe Hoedown in August and offers of help 
are required.  The next event will be the Christmas market in early December. The Parish 
Council will help and support where it can. 
 
Cllr Warrington asked if a remit of the new charity is to find innovative ways to fund 
raisealongside the potential donations from village organised events. Cllr Collett 
confirmed that this had not been discussed yet, with the focus on getting the charity set-
up, but that he would raise it with trustees. 

 Action:  Cllr Collett to raise fundraising matters with charity trustees.   
 

24/44. Financial Report 
 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 

£18.00 to Parish Clerk (SLCC membership) 

£200.00 to SW Services (grass cutting) 
£116.40 to ABC Advertising (SSL certificate for website) 
 
To review the budget forecast 

 An updated budget sheet had been circulated.  The Parish Council are working to budget. 
 Action: The Parish Clerk to note up to date bank balances at future meetings. 
 
24/45. To receive an update on planning 

• 23/01375/F, Creation of a boundary fence with double gated entrance around an 
existing silt pond at Swalcliffe Park School.  Application withdrawn. 

 
24/46.  To receive the following correspondence 

• OCC, Spruce Up Your signs. OCC have kits to loan out to villages to clean their own 
road signs. It was agreed to display the poster. 
Action:  Cllr Hodkinson and Cllr Warrington to look at dates to get a working party 
together. 

 
24/47. To receive Councillors Reports 
 A villager felt the village Facebook page is not being utilised enough. It’s an open page 

with over 600 followers. The current set up cannot be changed. Another group can be set 
up. 

 Action: Cllr Taylor to speak to the person concerned. 
 
 The Betty Panks garden in the churchyard is full of bind weed. 
 Action: The Parish Clerk to ask Cllr Borkmann if the new grass contractor can quote to 

remove it.  There is some restricted money left in the bank account for that purpose. 
 
 Cllr Hodkinson asked if an up to date bus timetable could be put in the noticeboard. 
 Action: The Parish Clerk to print one off. 
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 Cllr Smith to look back at previous quotes for new noticeboards. The existing board is old 

and leaks and will need replacing eventually. 
 Action: The Parish Council to consider these at a future meeting and finances available to 

support a replacement. 
 
24/48. To note next meeting date and time 

Monday 2nd September 2024 at 7.30pm 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 


