SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 14" OCTOBER 2024 AT 7.30PM
IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL

Councillors Present
Steve Gandy (SG)

Ken Hodkinson (KH)

Ryan Smith (RS)

Victoria Taylor (VT)
Stephen Warrington (SW)

Christine Coles - Parish Clerk, District Councillor Chris Brant and five villagers
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Apologies
Clir Borkmann (personal) and Clir Collett (personal)

Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2" September 2024
The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed.

To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda
Lease for parish pit — To carry forward.

Defibrillator training — The Parish Clerk is waiting to hear back from St John Ambulance.

Public Participation Session
A villager reported the raised manhole cover outside the play park.
Action: Cllr Hodkinson to report on FMS.

To review progress on traffic calming measures for the village

The Chair began by noting the Parish Council’s long term strategy which is to encompass
other measures to reduce speeding. Clir Hodkinson had contacted Highways and was sent
a long document about traffic calming. One particular page identifies measures available
and the impact on traffic speeds, traffic flows, injury accidents, delays to emergency services
and public acceptability. Road humps and road narrowings/chicannes require lighting.
Rumble strips are less effective.

The village currently takes part in Speedwatch for two weeks at a time. It is working well but
7% of drivers are speeding. The two speed warning signs are old and the village rely on the
goodwill of two villagers who recharge the batteries. The VAS are effective but could be
solar powered. They reduce speed by 3-9mph. The cost to replace each one is £3.5K and the
parish has to buy them. A traffic survey could be carried out over a period of seven days and
the cost is £190.00 & VAT.

Other villages will have similar problems. 20mph was discussed earlier in the year but it was
a split decision and not taken forward.
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Suitable traffic calming measures should not be ruled out because of cost. It is important to
know the alternatives, consult the village and produce a wish list. The Councillors voted
whether to accept the free offer of signage for the play park from Highways. Three out of
five councillors voted in favour to place the new signs. It was agreed to submit an application
to apply for a grant from County Clir George Reynolds Councillor Priority Fund. The money
could be put towards a replacement VAS.

Action: The Parish Clerk to order the new Children at play signs, arrange a speed survey and
apply to the Councillor Priority Fund. Cllr Hodkinson and ClIr Taylor to continue to develop
plans for traffic calming proposals in the village with a view to a public consultation on the
subject in the New Year.

To discuss ideas to improve biodiversity

The Chair noted that work had started to improve the village environment last year. This
followed feedback from the village survey. Clir Borkmann has been leading the project.
Grass cutting was reduced including No Mow May and wildflower planting was introduced
although a little late. Reasonable feedback was received. Whilst the Parish Council are
looking to improve the environment they do not want the village looking scruffy.

The Chair introduced Charlotte Watkins who lives in the village and was invited to talk more
about biodiversity. Charlotte explained that the Parish Council have a legal duty to have a
regard for biodiversity. CDC work with Wild Oxfordshire to help villages and provide surveys
of verges. Tadmarton and Lower Tadmarton had their verges surveyed in 2020 and a short
report of recommendations was produced. They used this information to plant wildflowers
in a few verges. There is concern as toads are currently being killed in Park Lane. There are
bird and bat boxes in the play park and bats in the Barn and Church. Swifts also used to nest
in the church.

Clir Brant suggested inviting the Butterfly Conservation Charity to help improve verges and
public areas which another village have done. An external speaker could come to the village
to talk about swifts.

Action: The Parish Clerk to get the contact details for external charities and speakers and a
social event could be arranged.

To discuss signing up to the Oxfordshire Councils’ Charter

The Oxfordshire Councils’ Charter was launched at the OALC AGM in July. Town and Parish
Councils are being invited to sign up. The strategic aims for the Charter are stronger
partnership working between councils and enhancing local democracy. The shared principles
are Mutual Respect, Transparency and Accountability and Relationship Building. Shared
commitments are Communication, Resources, Consultation and Engagement and Local
Democracy. It was agreed that Swalcliffe Parish Council should sign up.

To receive the following Councillor updates

- Village Development Plan
The subject of the garages will be discussed at another meeting. The next lease renewal is
on 31.12.25.

- Speedwatch and related activity
The village will have use of the equipment in October.
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- Environmental and ground maintenance

A detailed report was received from Clir Borkmann. This year there have been notable
efforts and developments concerning local biodiversity.

The following initiatives have taken place. Wildflower planting, growth of herbs, a poppy
field, No Mow May, wildflower seeding challenges, alternative planting concepts for 2025,
wildlife initiatives and local fauna. More suggestions have been made for next year.
Installing hibernating houses with feeding stations for hedgehogs, engaging with local
farmers to better understand their public stewardship schemes and practices, public
promotion and information, linking future projects and work to help the community
become more climate resilient.

- Swalcliffe Village Charity
Work is progressing. A new bank account and insurance have been set up and the team
have met to write a mission and vision statement. The next big village event is the
Christmas market and other events are being planned. The charity bank account will
support the market. Work will take place to build a volunteer bank. A consultation to
transfer the village hall to the new charity will take place viaa drop in session at the village
hall on 30'" October. It was noted what a good job Clir Collett is doing.

- Village Hall Refurbishment Project
The planning application to change the windows in the hall has not been decided yet. There
was a query over the number of glass panes. The CDC grant, which has to be match funded,
has to be used by 31.12.24.

To receive an update on transitioning to a .gov.uk domain
Work has begun to get the website domain registered.

Financial Report
To note up to date bank balances

Current a/c £18,591.49
Business a/c £3091.01
Betty Panks a/c £422.13

Mr Foley spoke on behalf of the Play Park Committee. They are meeting tomorrow night and
trying to raise funds of £8.5K. They have secured £2.5K and applied for some grants. Fund
raising events in the hall are taking place too.

The following payments were approved under statutory powers:

£267.70 to Cherwell District Council (dog bin emptying)

£151.20 to Community Heartbeat Trust (Annual Support Cost for defibrillator)
£434.78 to Parish Clerk (hours)

£108.60 to HMRC

£30.59 to Parish Clerk (expenses)

£49.50 to Parish Clerk (mileage)

To note garage rental charges for 2025

Rental charges for 2024 were £239.63 for a single garage and £356.33 for a double garage.
The rates will be increased in line with the CPI rate.

Action: ClIr Gandy to confirm the date when the increase is agreed and to take effect from
1° January 2025.
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To review the budget forecast
An updated budget sheet had been circulated. The Parish Council are working to budget.

To receive an update on planning

Older

= 24/01826/F and 24/01790/LB, Replacement of existing French windows and wood
cladding to rear of house with frame-less sliding doors at Tithings House, 6 The Tithings.
Granted by CDC.

= 24/01832/F, Variation of condition of 23/03165/F - Minor changes to the design of the
dwelling house at The Old Grange, Grange Lane. Granted by CDC.

To receive the following correspondence
e TVP, Rural Community Forum on 15.10.24
e OPFA AGM on 21.10.24. The Parish Clerk to circulate details to Mick Foley.

To note next meeting date and time
18" November 2024 at 7.30pm

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.35pm.



