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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD 17TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7.30PM 

IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 
 
Councillors Present 
Steve Gandy (SG) 
Nicola Borkmann (NB) 
Martin Collett (MC) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT)   
Stephen Warrington (SW) 
 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and five villagers 
 
25/12. Apologies 
 Cllr Hodkinson (personal)   
 
25/13. Declarations of Interest  
 Cllr Gandy and Cllr Collett declared an interest as  trustees of Swalcliffe Village Charity. 
 
25/14.  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th January 2025 
 The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed. 
 

The Local Plan has been reviewed and was briefly discussed. It is well considered and there 
are no causes for concern. The additional homes have been earmarked for larger villages 
and additional windfall development in other villages. Swalcliffe is a Category C village and 
types of development envisaged are infill, minor and conversions. 
 
The PC Whatsapp group will continue to be used and messages kept for 90 days. 

  
25/15. Public Participation Session 
 A villager spoke on behalf of the Play Park Committee to advise that Banbury Charities have 

given a grant of £2K.  The committee have now raised £8900.00 and are in a position to 
proceed with the purchase of new equipment. An open day will be planned. The school have 
been advised. 

 Action: The Parish Clerk to add the new equipment to the insurance and asset register after 
installation. 

 
25/16. To note the signing of the VH lease agreement 
 A new village hall lease has now been signed with the Swalcliffe Village Charity and due 

diligence has been considered. Delegation was given to Cllr Gandy and Cllr Warrington to 
sign the lease.  The lease has been reviewed by Adam Reagan, a Commercial Property 
Lawyer. Cherwell District Council were also notified and all the points raised by them have 
been covered.  The lease will be effective from 1st April 2025 and will have to be registered 
with the Land Registry after that date. 
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25/17. To receive the following Councillor updates 

• Traffic Management Plans. Speedwatch will commence again in March. The Parish 
Council have agreed to budget for a traffic survey to be carried out each year. The speed 
sign at the eastern end of the village is not working and the Parish Council should look to 
replace it. The original intention was to look at all the traffic management options which 
are available,  consult the village and not make decisions in a vacuum. 

 

• Flood Prevention measures. Cllr Borkmann gave the following report. 
There continues to be many sources and challenges. Seven flood risk locations have been 
identified around the village. There are many drains which are blocked and existing pipes 
are not big enough to cope with the volume of water.  Cllr Borkmann has spoken to the 
two local landowners. One landowner, Mr Taylor was at the meeting.  There are two 
springs in his field which overflow and the water goes down towards Home Farmhouse 
on  Park Lane. Pipes were replaced at  Home Farmhouse some years ago  and they are in 
good condition. The drains are blocked below the school wall. Cllr Borkmann has a 
meeting with Tony Brummell of Cherwell District Council drainage team on 4th March. His 
opinion and report will be important. After this meeting Cllr Borkmann will be able to 
approach the school. 
A Flood Action Group Plan has been written with objectives. To establish a co-ordinated 
response to potential flooding, ensuring timely communication and preventative actions 
to protect residents, landowners and Swalcliffe Park School. The plan will be a working 
document and reviewed periodically to ensure effectiveness. A list of provisions has been 
drafted.  Storage of provisions will need to be looked at. 
Action:  Cllr Borkmann to check which provisions are available and get costings for the 
others.   
A Whatsapp group will be set up to include affected residents, all Parish Council members 
and the two local landowners. The group will be used to share real-time updates and co-
ordinate response efforts.  The Chair said this was a good initiative and each member 
should be aware of their own roles and responsibilities. 
Action:  Cllr Borkmann to assign responsibilities. 

  
• Garage leases. Cllr Warrington has spoken to each garage user and a framework is 

starting to emerge.  The Parish Council are considering reducing the lease term from 
seven years to five years. The reason being the longevity and a better line of sight. The 
legacy garage users should be treated fairly and the core level of rent be reasonably 
aligned with existing rental prices. The village survey highlighted refurbishment and 
fascias of the garages as being of concern. A complicating factor is the driveway and the 
degree of wear and tear is not spread equally between the users. This will be considered 
separately to the refurbishment and fascia work. The garages will revert to the Parish 
Council if the leases are terminated and the Parish Council will determine who the lease 
will go to next. The next steps are to get costings to repaint the fascias and discuss with 
the existing users how they take forward the repair of the driveway. 

 
There are four legacy users and one will not be renewing when the lease expires on 31st 
December 2025.  Notice periods were briefly discussed. The proposal is for the Parish 
Council to give 12 months notice and the user 6 months notice.  A policy will have to be 
written to deal with vacant garages. 

 
Discussions will continue with garage lessees and the Parish Council. Once the wording is 
agreed, legal advice will be sought. 
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A villager asked about timescales for the new lease.  Work will continue over the next 
few months.  The garage owners are to look at refurbishment costs for work to  the 
garage fascias. One owner did not understand a five year lease instead of seven years.  
The earlier date will force the Parish Council and village to think about renewal earlier. 

 
Another villager arrived at the meeting. 

 

25/18. To discuss arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting 
 A draft agenda was circulated. There will be an update from the Chair and Councillors and 

village representatives will be invited. 
 
25/19. Financial Report 

To note up to date bank balances 
Current a/c  £14,658.07   
Business  a/c  £3,101.52   
Betty Panks a/c £393.50    
 

 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 
£288.00 to Swalcliffe Village Hall (use of hall for meetings) 

£247.14 to K Foley (new noticeboard for village hall) 
£2039.12 to A J Gallagher (insurance) 
£563.81 To Parish Clerk (hours) 
£141.00 To HMRC 
£39.60 To Parish Clerk (mileage) 

 
25/20. To receive an update on planning 

• 25/00272/R56, Change of use of an existing agricultural building to Commercial Use 
(Class E) at Bensons Barn, Main Road.   The applicant was invited and gave some 
background to this application. Further planning will be needed at a later date. It was 
agreed to support the application. 

 
Older 

• 24/03245/F, Amendments to existing conservatory including infill stonework to walls and 
replacement of existing glazed roof with a slate tiled roof. Replacement of one dormer on 
East side of house with rooflight at Swalcliffe House, Grange Lane.  Granted by CDC. The 
driveway at Swalcliffe House was discussed as planning permission for change of use was 
not applied for. The Clerk to contact CDC Planning. 

 
25/21. To receive the following correspondence 

• CDC, Increase in charges for dog bin emptying. The costs are increasing from £1.95 to 
£2.05 per bin from 1st April 2025. Noted. 

• Highways, Road Closure on Epwell Road/Banbury Road on 03.03.25. To be put on the 
notice-board nearer the time. 

• Highways, Road closure on Shutford Road, opposite Upper Lea Farm on 18.03.25. To be 
put on the notice-board nearer the time. 

 

25/22. To note next meeting date and time 
 Tuesday 8th April 2025, Parish Council meeting at 7pm followed by Annual Parish Meeting at 

7.30pm 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 


