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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD 23rd JUNE 2025 AT 7.30PM 

IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 
 
Councillors Present 
Ken Hodkinson (KH) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT)   
 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and one villager 
 
Cllr Taylor is Chairing the meeting in the absence of Cllr Gandy and Cllr Collett. Before the meeting 
began it was noted that Maurice Cooling had sadly passed away. He was a member of the Parish 
Council. 
 
25/36. Apologies 

Cllr Borkmann (personal), Cllr Gandy (personal), Cllr Collett (personal) and Cllr Warrington 
(personal)   

 
25/37. Declarations of Interests  
 No interests were declared. 
 
25/38. To approve the minutes of the meetings of 7th April 2025 and 12th May 2025 
 The minutes of the last meetings were approved and signed. 
  
25/39. Public Participation Session 
 No matters were raised. 
 
25/40. To receive Councillor Reports 
 There were no reports to receive. 
 
25/41.   To receive an update on the Traffic Management Programme including the purchase of 

two new electronic speed signs 
 Cllr Hodkinson gave the following update.  There has been one Speedwatch session held this 

week and a couple will take place next week. Three volunteers have been on holiday. Three 
quotes have been obtained for new VAS signs to replace the current signs which are old. The 
preferred supplier is Elan City. The cost to purchase two signs is £4578.98 & VAT. The Parish 
Clerk has applied to County/District  Cllr Chris Brant for a grant from his Councillor Priority 
Fund.  It was proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Taylor that two signs are 
purchased. The signs can be changed to 20mph if the speed limit is changed and data can be 
obtained. 

 Action: Cllr Hodkinson to order the signs.   
 
 Work continues on what is involved with a 20mph limit. The benefits are that traffic calming 

is allowed without street lighting although the parish would have to pay for any measures. 
There will be a village consultation in due course. 
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25/42. To discuss defibrillator training  and the level of PC support of costs 
 It was previously agreed to arrange defibrillator training but wait until September now. The 

cost is £10.00 per person which is a donation to the charity. It was agreed that the Parish 
Council would sponsor the training and advertise the training is free. 

 Action: The Parish Clerk to get some dates which can be advertised. Cllr Smith to look to see 
if Eventbrite can be used to book places. The Parish Clerk to ask if a minimum number is 
required. 

 
25/43.   Annual  Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 
 The internal audit has been carried out and signed off.  Section 1 and Section 2 were 

circulated before the meeting. 
a. To approve and sign Section 1 – It was agreed to approve and Section 1 was signed by Cllr 

Taylor and the Parish Clerk/RFO. 
b. To approve and sign Section 2 – It was agreed to approve and Section 2 was signed by Cllr 

Taylor and the Parish Clerk/RFO. 
Action:  The Parish Clerk to put the documents on the website and noticeboard and send to 
the External Auditor before 30th June 2025. 

 

25/44. Financial Report 
To note up to date bank balances 
Current a/c  £14,737.75   
Business  a/c  £2737.28   
Betty Panks a/c £394.65 
 

 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 
£170.00 to R Fletcher (internal audit) 

£23.00 to Parish Clerk (SLCC membership) 
£150.00 to the Link (donation) 

 
25/45. To receive an update on planning 

Older 

• 25/01451/LB, RETROSPECTIVE, Cedar shingle utilised for roof covering on existing oak 
pergola at Tithings House, 6 The Tithing.  The correct process has been followed and it 
was agreed to approve. 

• 25/01463/F, Variation of conditions 2 (plans) and 3 (schedule of materials and finishes) 
of 22/02383/F at Common Farm, street from Grange Lane to Wiggington Heath. It was 
agreed to approve. 

 
25/46. To receive the following correspondence 

• CDC, Local Government Re-organisation. Change is coming to local government.  District 
and County Council’s have been asked to come up with proposals for new unitary 
councils.  CDCs preference is for two unitary authorities to cover Oxfordshire and West 
Berkshire. A period of public engagement has started on the preferred model of local 
government reorganisation. This proposal aims to create strong, financially stable 
councils that provide high quality, cost effect and locally driven services.  Oxford and 
Shires Council would comprise the existing district areas of Cherwell, Oxford City and 
West Oxfordshire.  Ridgeway Council would be made up of the area of West Berkshire 
Council and the existing district areas of South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse.  
A pubic engagement event is taking place at Banbury Town Hall on Monday 7th July from 
3-7pm. 
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• OCC, Part night lighting. This framework is about how part-night lighting could be 
implemented in Oxfordshire.   All parishes were emailed and asked to respond 
irrespective if they had street lighting or not. 

 
25/47. To note next meeting date and time 
 Monday 1st September 2025 at 7.30pm 
 
 There being no other business the meeting finished at 8.10pm. 


