SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 1ST SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM
IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL

Councillors Present
Martin Collett (MC)
Nicola Borkmann (NB)
Ken Hodkinson (KH)

Ryan Smith (RS)

Victoria Taylor (VT)
Stephen Warrington (SW)

Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and five villagers
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Apologies
Cllr Gandy (personal) and County/District Clir Chris Brant

Declarations of Interests

Clir Collett declared an interest as Chair of the Village Charity.

Cllr Borkmann declared an interest in the garages as a family member has expressed an
interest in renting one.

To approve the minutes of the meeting of 23rd June 2025
The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed.

Public Participation Session

The new horse signs have been put up but the 20mph sign has been removed from Park
Lane. One resident noted that this is a popular walking route and that the risk of cars going
too fast remained. It is nice to see the new speed signs which were put up by Cllr Hodkinson
and Cllr Smith. It was noted that a neighbour of Clir Hodkinson had helped to take delivery
of the bulky new signs. A comment was made that seem to be working well and slowing
traffic down.

The play park was discussed which is a fantastic facility and used by many families both in
the village and outside. Some equipment is not suitable for younger children, such as the
new climbing frame and height of swings. A villager noted that some of the edging was also
showing signs of wear-and-tear, as was the playhouse. These comments will be passed onto
the committee. The resident making this point offered to join any working group established
to deal with these items — their details to be shared with the lead villager dealing with the
Play Park by the Parish Clerk.

Action: A formal thank you to be noted for the villager who helped take delivery of the new
signs. The Clerk to share the villagers details with the Play Park so that they can be called on
for any future working group. The benefit of the 20 mph signs down Park Lane to be kept
under review as wider traffic matters are considered during the year.

There is a local internet scam going on at the moment. A fake wedding fayre is being
advertised at Swalcliffe Barn on 25th and 26th October. Action Fraud are involved.
Action: ClIr Smith to put a note on Facebook.
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The planted area at the front of the church is looking scruffy. This area was part of the new
biodiversity programme and was planted with bulbs. The front wall was repaired but weeds
have taken over the bed. Due to the dryness of the soil, the plants cannot be pulled out. The
PCC a have asked clarity on how this be maintained going forward. The Council agreed that
this land was within the responsibility of the PCC and not for the Parish Council to maintain
or pay for.

Action: Cllr Borkmann to discuss the matter with the PCC.

Park Wood in Park Lane (which is owned by a charity) was discussed. There are quite a few
dead trees near the footpath on the upper side. The charity who look after the wood were
contacted and they came out to visit. The work will be done in due course.

The bridleway by Barnwell Cottage was discussed as walkers are straying through their
private garden. The Old Post Office is now partially rented as a short-term let and the route
is badly marked. The OCC Countryside Service are looking at this and have contacted nearby
property holders.

To receive Councillor Reports

Clir Hodkinson gave the following report. Two new VAS solar powered signs have been
purchased with two spare batteries. Data can be downloaded which will help when liaising
with Thames Valley Police. Five Speedwatch sessions have been held. Twenty-nine cars out
of 602 cars were speeding which represents 4.9%. The Parish Council will be applying for a
grant from ClIr Brant’s ClIr Priority Fund when it opens to help cover the cost of purchasing
the two signs.

Village matters

e To consider the proposed marking of existing registered bus stops and other works
(circulated). OCC are proposing to install a pair of new bus stop poles with additions at
two registered bus stop locations in the village. The first is adjacent to St Peter & St Pauls
Church and the second is opposite the church on the grass verge to the left of the parking
area. Councillors feel these poles will impact the setting of the church in a Conservation
Area and the PCC have the same view. This was supported by villagers present.

Action: The Parish Clerk to reply to the letter requesting that work does not take place.

e To approve the approach and note consultation with the legacy lease holders of the
garages plus the commencement of marketing the available garage. Clir Borkmann had
declared an interest and did not take part in the conversation. Clir Warrington gave the
following update. This approach will be to formalise the principles moving forward.
Conversations will take place with legacy leaseholders. The process for the garage to be
vacated was discussed. It was agreed that a fair process would need to be established to
determine the new leaseholder, alongside arrangements for calculating a desired rent
and how best to promote the vacancy and prioritise local people so that the benefit was
retained for someone from the village. This will need to be determined and agreed by 1*
January 2026. One offer has already been received. A villager at the meeting spoke about
the rental price and how they felt that current levels were considerably below other local
benchmarks. They had researched local garage prices and they are rented out at market
prices. Another villager asked about the new lease and when existing holders would see
it. They were hoping to have seen it by now. This is work in progress but Clir Warrington
confirmed that he would be sharing with the legacy leaseholders imminently and
thereafter arrange conversations with them.
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Water ingress in one garage was mentioned and how it had caused localised flooding. It
was suggested that this was because gravel laid to resolve the prior uneven surface has
raised the ground level, encouraging rainwater to flow into the garage. In their opinion
this does not represent good management of the area. It was agreed by all for the
consultation to continue with the legacy lease holders. New opportunities will arise and
it is how it is prioritised.

Action: Cllr Warrington to continue consultation with legacy leaseholder, share the draft
lease and consider future process for promoting and allocating vacancy garages.

e Toreceive an update on the Flooding Environmental programme. Cllr Borkmann gave the
following update. Following discussions with residents, landowners, Tony Brummell of
CDC and ClIr Chris Brant, the following improvements have been actioned or scheduled.
Park Lane — Blocked gullies will be scheduled for cleaning in September via Fix My Street.
The road sweeper, which has to be booked through CDC, will sweep the roads once leaves
have fallen in November. Blocked pipes in the school wall will be replaced during October
half term. The school has cleaned the balancing silt pond and cleared woodland to
improve water flow. A cleaning schedule has been received from the school.

Bakers Lane - Gullies will be cleared. Renovation work is nearly complete at Backwater.
A protective wall has been installed at the entrance and a gate fitted that is intended to
better protect the property from a future flood event. Work has happened relating to the
stream to allow a better water flow. Residents have been clearing and continue to clear
the stream. The culvert running from the woodland under the main road is damaged
and has been inspected by CDC to consider how best to repair.

Cllr Borkmann had met with three residents from Hook Norton who had been affected
by the flood last November. Possible prevention measures discussed were leaky dams,
paddle pumps and sand and sandbags. Sandbags do have a short shelf life date. It was
agreed not to purchase sandbags. A flood action Whatsapp group has been set up.

e Todiscuss grass cutting quotes and appointing a new contractor. The current contractor
will not be continuing into 2026. Cllr Borkmann has met Thomas Fox and received a
qguote. It was noted that although this quote was higher than the current provider, it
included the annual clearing of verges along both Park Lane and Green Lane. In order to
demonstrate value for money, councillors agreed that more quotes should be sought.
Action: Cllr Borkmann to get two other quotes to compare. The Parish Clerk to circulate
the last three years of grass cutting costs. Colin Hill to find out who cuts the grass at
Swalcliffe Barn.

e To discuss the trees in the woodland on Park Lane. Already discussed under public
participation.

To receive an update on Local Government Re-organisation and Devolution

There is no new update but a lot of work is ongoing at District and County Level. CDC will
submit their response to Central Government in November who will make the final decision
next year. There will be less Councillors covering a unitary authority.

Financial Report

To note up to date bank balances
Current a/c £17,353.39
Business a/c £2,740.58

Betty Panks a/c £395.13
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To note the insurance refund from Gallagher

Earlier in the year the Parish Council had agreed to support the village charity again this year,
although this was to be through the continuation of insurance for the village hall which had
now become the responsibility of the Charity. However, following advice on this matter it
was determined that the Charity needed to take this insurance cover out directly.
Subsequently the Parish Council amended their own cover to remove the village hall cover.
It was felt reasonable to allocate the same sum to the Charity to honour the intended
support and mitigate the costs to be incurred by the Charity for the current year. This had
no financial impact on anticipated budget costs.

To receive the External Audit report and note the closure of the audit

The audit has been closed and a certificate received. Other matters noted were the public
rights period being 25 days and not 30 days. Box 11A was not initially completed. The
Internal audit report was not submitted with the initial submission. The Internal Auditor
provided a yes response to control objective F which suggests the council operates a petty
cash system. The Parish Council do not use petty cash.

Action: The Parish Clerk to place the Certificate on the noticeboard and website.

To approve a pay rise for the Parish Clerk (effective from 1° April 2025). It was agreed to
approve a pay rise based on the NJC (National Joint Council) pay agreement.

The following payments were approved under statutory powers:
e £400.00 to SW Services (grass cutting)

e £200.00 to SW Services (grass cutting)

e £283.50 to Moore (external audit)

e £581.26 to Parish Clerk (hours)

e £145.20 to HMRC

e £34.65 to Parish Clerk (mileage)

To receive an update on planning

New

e 25/03076/TCA, T1 Salix - pollard to first major union to encourage growth from main stem
T2 - T4 Acers - 30% reduction and crown thin at The Manor House, Main Road. It was
agreed to support.

Older
25/01451/LB, RETROSPECTIVE, Cedar shingle utilised for roof covering on existing oak
pergola at Tithings House, 6 The Tithing. Granted by CDC. Councillors discussed the
retrospective request and handling of this matter. There was concern that the frequency
of retrospective requests highlighted the risk that intended planning requirements could
be circumnavigated post-planning approval. There was also a view that as it now stands
the general aesthetics looks disappointing given the location of the structure and clear
visibility. It was hoped that this would soften over time.

e 25/00839/F, Variation of Condition 2 (Plans) of 23/02359/F — substitute the timber
cladding with perforated metal cladding at Hill Farm, Bakers Lane. Granted by CDC.
Councillors reiterated the point made above, noting that the basis of this change was cost
but that the aesthetic would not be as good albeit not in a visible location.

The following correspondence was circulated
= CDC, Cherwell Local Plan Review 2042 — Submission. Noted.


https://www.google.com/search?q=NJC+%28National+Joint+Council%29+pay+agreement&oq=nalc+pay+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgCEAAYgAQyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABDIHCAgQABiABDIHCAkQABiABNIBCDM2MzJqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDSB-IG31KPCsL0m37hSTcfWbR-5-nc0H7Q2GEHXvxfQO7A1Ywj1cKq7FbQG-CFvKRIHhUXGV-GzqXvwac_CLXOopUsOdvR8zMLaTTLw3U3tcatmT9LrA1F_-fevmbkTGc&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwijoMHm8NePAxVCVEEAHZ6sL2EQgK4QegQIARAC
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OCC Highways, Preparing for winter. Orders for new salt bins to be placed before October
and old salt bins to be checked.

Action: ClIr Taylor to check how much salt is at the farm. Clir Collett to check salt levels in
four bins around the village.

ClIr Chris Brant, Thames Valley Police Alerts & Events. Following recent crime in villages,
Councillors and Clerks are being encouraged to sign up to Thames Valley Police Alerts.
There are two local events coming up, Thursday 18" September at Tadmarton Village Hall
12-2.30pm and Friday 26" September at Broughton Village Hall 6.30-8.30pm.

Bloxham Parish Council, Bloxham Neighbourhood Development Plan — Consultation.
Noted.

CDC, Guidance on submitting planning application consultation responses. For
information only.

OALC, Launch of new website. Noted.

To note next meeting date and time
13 October 2025 at 7.30pm (ClIr Borkmann gave her apologies)

There being no other business the meeting finished at 8.45pm.



