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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD 13th OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.30PM 

IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 
 
Councillors Present 
Steve Gandy, Chair (SG) 
Martin Collett (MC) 
Ken Hodkinson (KH) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT)   
Stephen Warrington (SW) 
 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk, County and District Councillor Chris Brant and 3 villagers 
 
25/59. Apologies 
 Cllr Borkmann (personal) 
 
25/60. Declarations of Interests  
 The Chair and Cllr Collett both declared  interests as Trustees of the Village Charity. 
 
25/61. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 1ST September 2025 
 The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed. 
 
25/62.  Update on progress from previous minutes (for information only) 

• Proposed bus stop signage. The Parish Clerk wrote to OCC to confirm the decision not to 
accept the proposed marking of the bus stops. 

▪ Planted area at the front of the Churchyard. Cllr Borkmann spoke to the PCC and cleared 
the weeds herself. Thanks was given to her. 

▪ Internet wedding scam at the Barn. The scam was posted to raise awareness. 
  
25/63. Public Participation Session 
 A villager spoke about the play park and concerns which were raised at the last meeting.  As 

a member of the play park committee they alerted councillors to an  inspection that had 
recently been carried out and the level of work identified as necessary. It was confirmed that 
no work presented any immediate health and safety risks. The Committee were due to 
discuss how costs for work would be met and Councillor Collett was alerted of a likely 
approach to the village charity for support. The Parish Clerk to obtain the inspection report 
and it will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
 Boundaries and paths were discussed. Some require marking and maintaining. A villager 

shared their experience of a gate that springs back which is dangerous and had caused injury 
to their horse. How best to report these was discussed, and it was noted that the local 
footpath warden is Niki Borkmann but Cllr Brant also explained that these matters can also 
be reported direct to the Countryside Service. 

 
25/64. To receive Councillor Reports 
 Cllr Collett gave the following update on the village charity. There has been another meeting 

and the minutes will be published soon.  
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They discussed current and future fundraising and how the charity can support causes. They 
will simplify their grants policy and are working with the PCC re the forthcoming Harvest 
Supper. The money will be distributed to the church, play park and village hall.  The charity 
insurance will be renewed including cover for liability and events. 

 
 Cllr Hodkinson gave an update on Speedwatch.  Sessions were held last week and three 

sessions are planned this week.  The number of volunteers is reducing and how to secure 
additional support rather than becoming reliant on fewer volunteers would need to be 
considered.  Data from the signs has been collated and will be presented later in the meeting. 
This data is important as it is part of the process to consider options relating to the speed 
limit of the village and looking at different traffic calming measures. The speed limits outside 
both ends of the village were discussed. The speed changes from 30mph to 60mph, which is 
particularly problematic for the short stretch between Swalcliffe and Tadmarton. The 
continuation of funding to support villages wishing to reduce speed limits to 20 mph will 
continue until March 2026, this timeframe allowing the further gathering of data and wider 
consultation with the community on what options might be supported.  

 
 Cllr Collett purchased bulbs for the Green last year which were match funded by the Parish 

Council. He has suggested this again for a different area of the village. He would like to 
purchase 1000 bulbs and place outside Lime Tree House and the play area.   

 Action:  Cllr Collett to forward cost details and to be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
 Highways have repainted the white lines at Tithe Barn and Bakers Lane.  
 Action: Cllr Hodkinson to ask if they can repaint the lines by the school. 
 
 The Chair and Cllr Collett are meeting two Councillors from Tadmarton Parish Council to 

discuss a community bus similar to the Our Barton Bus.   It is a community bus scheme which 
serves Middle Barton and villages close by.  This will be successful if neighbouring parishes 
can join together. 

 
25/65.  Village matters 

• To receive an update on the garage lease renewal process – Cllr Warrington 
The proposed content of the lease was agreed at the last meeting.  There are four 
legacy lease holders but one holder has given notice.  The new lease is identical 
although some terms have changed and legal advice is not needed. A copy will be 
distributed this week.  There will be productive, free and open conversations and the 
lease holders will be asked to confirm acceptance or not before 17th November. This 
will be taken to the next Parish Council meeting on 24th November and the PC are to 
approve final signature and signing by 31st December 2025.  The vacant garage will be 
marketed. It is hoped a higher rent will be received for this garage. The lease will be 
the same as the legacy lease holders, aside from price. Some basic principles have 
been agreed but there needs to be a level of transparency and a set of criteria 
approved from a governance point of view. The garages were built for people who did 
not have one so it was felt that this should form part of the criteria. Further 
consideration would be given to how applicants might be assessed, should there be 
more than one and a note on this would be circulated for Councillors to consider.  A 
promotional note is also to be drafted and Della Della and the PC email list are to be 
used to advertise the garage. Expressions of interest will be invited and priority given 
to residents in the village.   Thanks was given to Cllr Warrington for his work. 
Action:  Cllr Warrington to draft the advert for the vacant garage. 
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• To review the findings from the speed sign data – Cllr Hodkinson and Cllr Smith 
Two new speed signs were installed at the east and west end of the village in late 
August. They capture data which is an accurate representation of numbers of cars 
travelling through and the speeds they are going.  Data from the west end sign covered 
29 days.  27000 vehicles were recorded which averages 950 cars per day.  Average 
speeds are consistent and most vehicles are driving under 30mph. The odd driver is 
speeding between 46-50mph.   
The east end sign covered 36 days and there was a lower average number of cars 
which indicates the people are driving to the village. 
A yearly speed survey was being carried out and these new signs will help eliminate 
the need to have a regular survey from the budget. It was agreed to extract data 
monthly to compare figures. 
Action:  Cllr Hodkinson to ask Elan City how the average speed is calculated. 

• To discuss preparations for Christmas – Cllr Smith and Cllr Taylor 
Action:  Cllr Smith will check the Christmas lights as he may need to buy some more.  
Cllr Taylor to order the Christmas tree. Cllr Smith to speak to Charlotte Watkins about 
a children’s party. 

• To discuss the appointment of a new grass contractor. 
Cllr Borkmann has got a second quote and Councillors reviewed this and the 
differences with the current arrangement. Ideally a  third quote will be required. It 
was suggested at the last meeting to find out who cuts the Barn. 
Action:  The Parish Clerk to check if this information has been forwarded. 

 

25/66. Financial Report 
To note up to date bank balances 
Current a/c  £14,532.67    
Business  a/c  £2,743.45    
Betty Panks a/c £395.55  
 
The Parish Clerk to circulate an updated budget sheet. 
 
The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 

• £5891.35 to Elan City (two new solar powered speed signs – amended price to include 
solar option) 

• £200.00 to SW Services (grass cutting) 

• £649.99 to ABC Advertising Ltd (emails and website) * 

• £302.02 to Cherwell District Council (dog bin emptying) 

• £52.00 to ICO (Data Protection Fee) 
 

*The invoice for emails and the website was discussed as it is expensive. The Parish Clerk to 
see if costs can be saved next year with a different service provider. 
 

25/67. To receive an update on planning 
 New 

• 25/02403/TCA, T1 Prunus - reduce by 1.5 metres and crown thin, primarily to prevent 
damage to roof located next to the tree. T2 Staghorn Sumac - coppice, work required due 
to tree causing damage to nearby roof, reduction would not achieve much, therefore a 
coppice would be a far better option. T3 Magnolia - crown thin with slight reduction up 
to 1 metre where necessary at The Manor House, Main Road. It was agreed to support. 
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Older  

• 25/02076/TCA, Tree work at The Manor House, Main Road.  No further comments or 
objections by CDC. 

 
25/68. The following correspondence was circulated 

• Highways, Road closure on Shutford Road 14th – 16th October. Noted. 

• CDC Enforcement, Swalcliffe House, Grange Lane. Following a site visit a breach in 
planning control was identified by way of a change of use of part of the adjacent 
agricultural field to accommodate the new access and driveway works at this property. 
The development is acceptable in planning terms and a planning application is invited to 
regularise the development. 

• CDC, Parish Liaison Flooding Workshop. Cllr Brant advised that conversations are ongoing 
with the school. A positive site meeting was held with the school in August and CDC have 
a clearer understanding of the schools watercourse and its hydraulic behaviour. Mr 
Brummell expressed concern that excessive intervention at Park Lane could 
unintentionally increase flood risk downstream. He is satisfied that the existing grill in the 
boundary wall is adequate provided it is well maintained enabling water from Park Lane 
to discharge effectively. Two small relief pipes at the base of the wall are currently 
blocked and lack proper outlets. He has offered for the Council to fund their unblocking 
and to create channels directing them into the schools silt pond with the work scheduled 
for half term in October. 

• Invitation to (CDC Parish Liaison Meeting (online on 12th November). Noted. 

• Report of  CDC Parish Remuneration Panel 2025/2026. The report was considered.  It was 
agreed to pay mileage and subsistence when Councillors attend training courses. 

 
25/69. To note next meeting date and time 
 Monday 24th November 2025 at 7.30pm 
 
 There being no other business the meeting finished at 8.45pm. 


